
Support the Rhode Island Conflict Minerals Act! 
 

Ask your state representative to support H.R. 7695! 
 
Since 1996, over 5 million people have died as a result of conflict in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo.  Militias and armed groups use rape as a systematic weapon of war to injure and 
humiliate women and girls. The Red Cross has stated that the Congo has the worst epidemic of 
sexual violence in the world. 
 
These militias fund the conflict by trading in valuable minerals that we use in our electronics 
products.  The main minerals that the militias trade are tin, tantalum, tungsten, and gold. 
 
The Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform Act of 2010 includes a provision to target the militias’ 
sources of funding.  Section 1502 states that the federal Securities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) must require companies to investigate their mineral supply chain and take efforts to ensure 
they are not using “conflict minerals.”  The bill rules that: 
 

● Companies that report to the SEC that use tin, tantalum, tungsten, or gold must report 
whether the minerals they use come from Congo or a neighboring country 

● If they do, the company must issue a report outlining the steps it is taking to exercise due 
diligence to monitor its supply chain 

● Companies must provide independent verification of their monitoring efforts 
● The SEC must issue disclosure requirements for the reporting companies 

 
H.R. 7695 would force companies to comply with the SEC standards 

 
The Rhode Island Conflict Minerals Act (H.R. 7695) was introduced by Representatives Tanzi, 
Blazejewski, Diaz, Ajello, and Williams on February 16th.  This bill will prohibit Rhode Island 
from issuing state contracts to companies that do not comply with SEC standards.   
 
We can use our power as consumers in Rhode Island to end the 

violence! 
 

To find your representative, go to sos.ri.gov/vic/ and then 
call her or him and say you support H.R.  7695! 


